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WHEREVER THERE'S A NEED




Message from the
President of the HRC

The history of the Red Cross and ev-
eryday life are shaped by the countless
acts of courage, faith and humanity.
The development of the HRC is an in-
tegral part of the historical evolution
of humans and its presence in mod-
ern times is self-evident. By ensuring
unity and by reforming the operation
and efficiency of the Organization’s
services, we have highlighted the es-
sential role of the Hellenic Red Cross
in addressing and resolving crucial
issues our country is facing. By em-
bracing innovations and progressive
actions, we were able to be present
and to pioneer through all of the coun-
try’s major events over the past year.

The dynamic and meaningful pres-
ence of the HRC, in the earthquakes
of Elassona and Crete, in the floods
throughout Greece, our considerable
actions in the crisis and the manage-
ment of the migration issue, with a
ceaseless presence in all Refugee
Accommodation Centres in Greece,
prove the magnitude of our work.
How could anyone forget our involve-
ment and our momentous part during
the summer fires, which spread
throughout Evia, the Peloponnese,
Attica and many other parts of the
country, with our volunteers playing a
crucial role in dealing with them and
providing assistance to every need.

The Hellenic Red Cross also lead the
response against the pandemic, with
a multitude of actions and support
throughout Greece and, primarily,
through its participation in «Opera-
tion Freedom». The HRC's Nursing
Department carried out approximate-
ly 300,000 vaccinations at the Helle-
nikon Vaccination Centre and, today,
reports for duty at the new Vaccination

Centre in Glyfada, with the participa-
tion of fifty (50) specialized Nurses of
the Health Sector, contributing to the
health protection of the population.

The consistent commitment to the
flagship principles of Humanism and
Solidarity, the targeted treatment of
multifaceted problems of the time and
the systematic and structured effort to
inform citizens, gives the Hellenic Red
Cross the leading role, highlighting it
as the foundation of human society.

I wholeheartedly hope that the New
Year will be crowned with the suc-
cess of our Red Cross strategy.
We must be the beacons in the life
journey of the HRC, signalling and
signifying the essence of the ex-
istence of the Hellenic Red Cross.

Best Regards to all Red Crossers,

The President of the HRC
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Pharmacist, Major General (Retired)
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The Hellenic Red Cross
rejoins the battle for "Freedom?”
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The President of the HRC at the inaugura-

tion of the Vaccination Centre in Glyfada

The Hellenic Red Cross, always
standing alongside the Greek
State, rejoined the “Freedom”
vaccination program, with the
participation of 50 specialized
nurses from the Health Sector.
From Tuesday, 14 December

2021 and for as long as nec-
essary, the HRC’s nurses will
be offering their valuable ser-
vices at the new Mega Vacci-
nation Centre in Glyfada and
at the Prometheus Centre.
Note that,since the start of

the pandemic,the Hellenic
Red Crosshas been actively
involved in all State actions
regarding the fight against the
coronavirus (vaccinations, rap-
id tests, temperature screen-
ings, informing citizens, etc.).

The President of the HRC,
Dr.Antonios Avgerinos, at-
tended the inauguration of
the new vaccination centre in
Glyfada (14/12) and congratu-
lated the nurses embarking on
this difficult and demanding
task. The Minister of Health,
Mr. Athanasios Plevris, the
Secretary General for Primary
Health Care, Mr. MariosThe-
mistokleous and the Mayor
of Glyfada, Mr. GiorgosPapa-
nikolaou attended the event,
as did many representatives

from the local government.
Everyone praised the great
help provided by the HRC,
expressing their satisfaction
regarding the presence our
Organization’s worthy and
competent nurses, who have
undertaken the entire vacci-
nation effort at the Centre.

The President of the HRC,
Dr.Antonios Avgerinos, stat-
ed: «The Hellenic Red Cross
has made an enormous con-
tribution to the "“Freedom”

vaccination program. Last
year, the HRC's Nursing De-
partment carried out approx-
imately 300,000 vaccinations
at the Hellenikon Vaccination
Centre, gaining the recogni-
tion and praise of the Greek
citizens. Today, a new vacci-
nation cycle begins and the
HRC is once again at the front-
line of the fight against this
terrible pandemic, relying on
its outstanding nursing staff».

Memorandum of Cooperation between
the Ministry of Health and the HRC

On Monday, 20 December
2021, the Ministry of Health
and the Hellenic Red Cross
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding at the HRC's
Head Office, establishing a
cooperation between them.

This Memorandum of Under-
standing reflects the existing
excellent relations between
the Ministry of Health and the
Hellenic Red Cross and the

desire to further strengthen
their joint activities on issues
related to the Health sector.

The Minister of Health, Mr.
Athanasios Plevris, stated: «l
wanted to come here today
for the signing of the memo-
randum, as | believe that the
Ministry of Health owes a
great deal to the Hellenic Red
Cross; you were always there
for us whenever we needed

help with any action over the
years. Particularly regarding
the response to the pandemic,
our fellow citizens should be
aware of the fact that a large
part of the vaccination effort
is covered by the Hellenic Red
Cross. | believe that, with this
Memorandum, we as a State
demonstrate that the HRC is
part of the actions and the as-
sistance that the State wants
to give to our fellow citizens».
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25,000 euro in support of the

earthquake victims in Crete

On Friday, 10 December 2021,
the Hellenic Red Cross carried
out a major action in Crete,
in the presence of the Presi-
dent, Dr. Antonios Avgerinos,
with the aim of supporting the
earthquake-strickenfamiliesin
the broader region of the Mu-
nicipality of Minoa-Pediada.

Specifically, the President of
the Hellenic Red Cross, along
with volunteer teams from the
Regional Branches of the HRC
in Crete, offered moments of

joy and love to approximate-
ly 400 students in the areas
affected by the earthquake,
giving them toys and gifts in
view of the Christmas holi-
days. A modest ceremony fol-
lowed, in which the President
of the HRC handed over a
cheque for 25,000 euro to the
Mayor of Minoa-Pediada, Mr.
EmmanouilFragakis, money
that was raised through do-
nations and which will be di-
rectly allocated to the huge
needs of those affected. The

Deputy Minister of Sports,
Mr. LefterisAvgenakis, also
took part in the action, and
praised the HRC’s volunteers
and the multifaceted human-
itarian work they perform.
In his speech, the President,
Dr.Antonios Avgerinos, point-
ed out that the Organization,
true to its humanitarian duty,
will continue supporting the
earthquake victims unabated,
implementing various kinds
of public charitable activities.
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Christmas gifts for
1,100 students in the

fire-stricken areas of
Greece

The Hellenic Red Cross, on
the initiative of the President
of the HRC, Dr.Antonios Av-
gerinos, offered moments of
joy, love and optimism during
the holidays to more than
1,100 kindergarten and pri-
mary school students in the
fire-stricken areas of Attica
(Polydendri and Vilia), as well
as those in Northern Evia (Mu-
nicipalities of Mantoudi, Limni
- Agia Anna and lIstiaia — Edip-
S0S).

In  particular, Hellenic Red
Cross teams consisting of
social workers and volun-
teers provided creative and

recreational activities for the
children, playing interactive
games with them and creating
wonderful Christmas cards to-
gether, which they placed on
the Wishing Tree. All students
were given toys and Christ-
mas gifts by the HRC. The aim
of this action is to emotionally
uplift the children who expe-
rienced the devastating con-
sequences of the August fires
and is part of the multifaceted
support the HRC is providing
to the fire-stricken families
throughout Greece. The cost
of the action was covered by
the amount raised in support
of the fire victims.
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Christmas collection of
food supplies with the sup-
port of the Antenna Group

The Hellenic Red Cross and
the Antenna Group have
once again joined forces
and have issued a joint call
for the collection of food in
support of those in need
during the Christmas holi-
days.

The people’s response was
touching, as they gath-
ered a large quantity of
food supplies in the central

warehouse of the HRC in
Athens and in its Region-
al Branches throughout
Greece. The food supplies
were then made avail-
able to vulnerable social
groups, lonely citizens, the
elderly and the homeless,
which the HRC has al-
ways supported, offering
moments of joy and love
during the Christmas sea-
son.

:YAANOIH TPOOIMON
yia 1a XpIotouyevva

AAEYP! - ZYMAPIKA - OLNMPIA - TAAA EBEANOPE - TKONH
FAAAKTOL (yia nandicd) - KONEEPEEL (navios wnou) AHVHTPIAKA
NAZIMAAIA

Kevipikn Anobnkn E.E.L.
Aotpous M-113, KoAwvos
TnA.: 210-5147300

Kevipika Mpageia E.E.L.
Aurxalnuou 1, Kohwvaki
TnA.: 210-3609825

ano Aeutepa €ws Mapaokeun 7:30-14:30
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The HRC supports
vulnerable social

groups during the
holiday season

The Hellenic Red Cross distrib-
uted «meals of love» to 500
homeless people in Athens on
New Year's Eve, as part of its
ongoing support for people
living on the streets of Ath-
ens. In particular, mobile units
comprised of social workers
and volunteers distributed hot
meals, immediate welfare as-
sistance material, personal
hygiene articles, weather pro-
tection items, means of pro-
tection against Covid-19, and
clothes. At the same time, First
Aid and Mental Health First
Aid were provided, along with
information on the temporary
accommodation offered by
the local government.

The HRC supports vulnera-
ble social groups

Moments of joy, hope and
optimism were offered by the
Hellenic Red Cross and the
ANT1 Group to 90 children
who were accommodated
at the Chatzikiriakeio Foun-
dation of Child Support in Pi-
raeus. Specifically, on Friday
morning (New Year's Eve),
members of the Hellenic Red
Cross and representatives of
the Antenna Group visited the
historic Foundation in Piraeus
to offer love, smiles, gifts and
toys to neglected children.
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1.896 homeless
people have re-

ceived humanitari-
an aid from the HRC

The Hellenic Red Cross, true
to its humanitarian duty, is al-
ways by the side of the home-
less, continuously carrying out
streetwork in Athens, Piraeus,
Thessaloniki and Patras.

In particular, the HRC's teams,
staffed by social workers,
nurses and Samaritan-Rescu-
er volunteers, have been dis-
tributing packets with human-
itarian aid (personal hygiene
and care articles—adapted to
the needs of the pandemic, dry
food, clothing, such as gloves,
scarves, hats, waterproof
ponchos, underwear, thermal
shirts, sweatshirts/sweat-
pants, etc.) to the homeless
as part of the annual program
for the support of homeless

people which is jointly carried
out by the Hellenic Red Cross
and Procter & Gamble. At the
same time, they are offered
First Aid and hot beverages,
along with information about
the heated premises operat-
ing in each area.

It should be noted that, in the
past year, 1,896 homeless
people have benefited from
the program, with the distri-
bution of 2,500 humanitarian
aid packets. Furthermore, an-
other 35 similar actions have
been planned for the winter
and up to the end of April
2022—estimated to relieve
approximately 3,500 vulnera-
ble people.
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The HRC honoured the ANTENNA Group for
its contribution during the summer fires

At a grand ceremony held
at the peristyle of the Zap-
peion Hall, on Thursday, 22
October 2021, the Hellenic
Red Cross honoured the AN-
TENNA Group and the hun-
dreds of HRC volunteers for
their invaluable contribution
in dealing with the major hu-
manitarian crisis caused by
the devastating summer fires.

A great number of people, in-
cluding politicians, entrepre-
neurs, journalists and promi-
nent social figures, visited the
Zappeion Megaron, where the
President of the Hellenic Red
Cross, Dr.Antonios Avgerinos,
awarded the HRC's highest

honorary distinction, the Gold-
en Cross with a golden laurel,
to the President of the Anten-
na Group, Mr. ThodorisKyriak-
ou for his valuable contribu-
tion to the enormous work of
the HRC on the fiery fronts,
as well as for the efforts to
strengthen and restore the
fire stricken victims through-
out the country. An outstand-
ing cooperation that led to
the accumulation of about 3
million euro in the HRC's ac-
count, whose allocation to the
fire victims has already begun.

At the same time, the Hel-
lenic Red Cross rewarded its
volunteers for their admirable

and commendable self-sac-
rifice and for their decisive
contribution in the effort to
not only extinguish the fires,
but also to manage the coro-
navirus pandemic, as well
as other natural disasters.
The grand event held by the
HRC was presented by An-
tenna journalist and present-
er, Mrs. Maria Sarafoglou.

It should be noted that a con-
gratulatory letter was sent by
the Prime Minister of Greece,
Mr. Kyriakos Mitsotakis, in
which he praised the coor-
dinated effort of the HRC
and the Antenna Group for
the relief of the fire victims.
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The HRC celebrates the World Volunteer Day
with a major action for children
in the centre of Athens

The Hellenic Red Cross, the
largest and oldest humanitar-
ian and volunteer organiza-
tion in Greece, honoured the
World Volunteer Day (5/12),
by organising a major event
for children and adolescents
in the centre of Athens.

On Saturday, 4 December

2021, volunteers and staff of
the Youth and Social Welfare
Sector of the HRC organised
an action for children and
adolescentsat  Kapnikareas
Square, aiming to spread the
Red Cross spirit and the su-
preme value of volunteering
to young people through ac-
tivities and interactive games.
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The children took part in an
experiential activity based on
the 7 Fundamental Principles
of the Movement and learned
about the long history of the
largest Humanitarian Orga-
nization in the world through
numerous activities. At the
end of the activity, souvenirs
were given to the participants.
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A strong message of optimism
in the midst of a pandemic

The HRC, in collaboration with
the International Federation of
Red Cross and Red Crescent
(ICRC), has created videos to
commemorate the World Vol-
unteer Day. The volunteers
gave a loud round of applause
which was heard around the

world as a token of gratitude
and support to the millions of
volunteers who face a daily
battle in their multifaceted hu-
manitarian work.

Itis worth noting that this effort
was warmly welcomed both

inside and outside Greece. In
fact, the HRC's video gath-
ered thousands of views on
social media, while it was also
shown on many national-wide
television channels.
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The Hellenic Red Cross hon-
ours World Animal Day by
supporting stray animals

The Hellenic Red Cross, on
the occasion of the World
Animal Day (4/10), carried
out actions to support our
four-legged friends that live
on the streets or have fallen
victims to abandonment.

In particular:

. On Sunday, 3 Octo-
ber, on the eve of World An-
imal Day, a volunteer team
of the HRCtransported a
large quantity of animal
feed for the animals accom-
modated by the Friends of
Animals of NeaFiladelfeiq,
while the volunteers also

actively participated in the
bazaar that was set up to
support its work.

. On Monday, 4 Oc-
tober 2021, the HRC sent
a large quantity of feed to
the animal shelter of the
Municipality of Athens, in
order to support the par-
ticularly difficult and de-
manding work of the shel-
ter's people. Volunteers of
the HRC also visited the
shelter and helped by tak-
ing the dogs for a walk, of-
fering them much needed
moments of joy and so-
cialization.
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The HRC offers a huge contribution to

the 38th Athens Authentic Marathon
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The Deputy Minister of Sports honoured the volunteers of

the HRC for their major contribution to the Acropolis Rally

The Hellenic Red Cross
promptly responded to the
needs of the 38thAthens
Authentic  Marathon, pro-
viding health coverage
throughout the entire route.

Specifically, 130 Hellenic Red
Cross volunteers participated
from the Regional Branch-
es of Athens, Piraeus, Patras
and Tripoli, offering First Aid
to hundreds of runners who
faced problems during the

race. Furthermore, the Tele-
communications team, based
at the Marathon’s Operation
Centre in GADA, provided
continuous updates to the
Samaritan-Rescuer volun-
teers on new incidents that
occurred at various points
along the route. Meanwhile,
registered nurses of the
Hellenic Red Cross staffed
the clinics of the National
Emergency Centre (EKAV),
and successfully addressed

any issues that the Maro-
thon athletes encountered.

The President of the HRC,
Dr.Antonios Avgerinos and
the Secretary General, Mr.
Georgios Skoumas, visited the
Hellenic Red Cross Volunteers
at the Kallimarmaro Stadi-
um, where they congratulat-
ed them for their exceptional
presence in one of the coun-
try’s leading sporting events.

The chequered flag of the
historic Acropolis Rally fell
on Friday, 1 October 2021,
at the OAKA Stadium, in a
grand ceremony in honour
of the volunteers, especial-
ly the HRC's, who decisively
contributed to the highly suc-
cessful organisation of the
famous Rally of the Gods.
Warm thanks to the Volun-

teers, Samaritans-Rescuers
of the Hellenic Red Cross
were given by the Deputy
Minister of Sports, Mr. Left-
eris Avgenakis, as well as
by all bodies involved in the
great celebration of motor-
sports, congratulating them
on their readiness and orga-
nization throughout the route.
During the ceremony, EKO, a

major sponsor of the Acrop-
olis Rally, offered the Pres-
ident of the HRC a check
for 5,000 euro in fuel for the
HRC's vehicles, significant-
ly enhancing the diverse and
multifaceted work of its vol-
unteers, all over Greece, for
the benefit of Greek society.
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6.5 tons of
humanitarian aid
dispatched to the

Kos RIC for the
375 refugees

The Hellenic Red Cross
has sent a large quantity
of humanitarian aid to the
Kos RIC (3/11), in order to
support the 375 refugees
that were found on a ship
adrift off the coast of Crete.

Specifically, following a
communication between
the President of the HRC,
Dr.Antonios Avgerinos, with

the Administration of the
Kos RIC and its briefing
on the exact needs of the
refugees, a HRC truck
was sent with 6.5 tons of
humanitarian aid (3/11),
which included clothing
and footwear, as well
as a quantity of medical
supplies, to be made
immediately available to
the beneficiaries.
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HRC volunteers stand
by the 70 refugees/
migrants rescued off
the coast of Crete

The mobilisation of the Hel-
lenic Red Cross volunteers
was immediate and effec-
tive, providing all kinds of
humanitarian assistance to
the 70 refugees/migrants
who were rescued on Sun-
day (21/11) from a sailing
ship shipwrecked off the
coast of Crete.

In particular, the Hellenic
Red Cross volunteers from
the Regional Branches of
Chania and Kissamosassist-

ed in preparing the area for
the temporary accommo-
dation of the refugees/mi-
grants. At the same time,
they provided essential
items and first aid until the
early hours of the morning.
It should be noted that, in
their attempt to abandon
the sailing boat, many ref-
ugees/migrants sustained
injuries and were in need
of immediate health care.
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*Cleio Misirlogiou” Virtue Awards for

13 police officers of the "DIAS" unit

In a modest ceremony, on
Friday morning, 17 Decem-
ber 2021, at the Electra Pal-
ace Hotel in Thessaloniki, the
Hellenic Red Cross awarded
the «Cleio Misirloglou» Vir-
tue Awards for 2020, in the
presence of the President of
the HRC. Dr. Antonios Avge-
rinos and the Secretary Gen-
eral Mr. Georgios Skoumas.

This year, 13 police officers
of the «DIAS» unit in Thes-
saloniki were awarded, who
with their prompt intervention
saved a young girl that had
been in a car accident, deci-
sively contributing to her im-
mediate transfer to the hos-

pital. The ceremony held by
the HRC was saluted by For-
mer Minister of Macedonia
and Thrace, Mr. Theodoros
Karaoglou, MP of A’ District
of Thessaloniki, Mr. Dimitris
Kouvelas, Deputy Mayor of
Social Policy, Mr. Charis Aido-
nopoulos, Inspector General
of the Hellenic Police of North-
ern Greece, Mr. Konstantinos
Skoumas and Central Mace-
donia and Thrace Deputy
Governor, Mrs. Voula Patou-
lidou. They all gave praise to
the Hellenic Red Cross and
what it stands for, as well as
to the particular importance
and moral value of the «Cleio
Misirloglou» Virtue Awards.

In his speech, the President
of the HRC, Dr. Antonios Av-
gerinos stated, among other
things, that: «This is an event
of particular importance for
the HRC. This year, we wanted,
as a small token of love, soli-
darity and thanks to these out-
standing people in the Hellen-
ic Police, who lived up to their
ideals through this exception-
al, altruistic act, to promote it
and reward it, as an example.
Greek society needs such ex-
amples. Social solidarity and
social cohesion remains our
primary goal and purpose».
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2,000 olive trees for

the fire victims of Ilia

On Thursday, 9 December
2021, the Hellenic Red Cross,
in the presence of President
Dr.Antonios Avgerinos, de-
livered 2,000 Koroneiki olive
saplings to the Mayor of Pyr-
gos-Elis, Mr. Panagiotis An-
tonakopoulos, offering con-
siderable support to families
of producers in the broader
region who were affected by
the devastating August fires.

The delivery of the olive sap-
lings was attended by a num-
ber of HRC volunteers from
the Regional Branches of Pa-

tras, Pyrgos and Amaliada,
as well as members of the
Municipal Council of Pyrgos.
Subsequently, the Mayor of
Pyrgos, Mr. Panagiotis Anton-
akopoulos, at the Latsio Town
Hall, offered a special hon-
orary award to the President
of the HRC, noting that «This
initiative highlights your social
work to our fellow human be-
ings who are experiencing a
bleak economic situation and
need help in order to survive».

The President of the Hellenic
Red Cross, Dr.Antonios Avge-

rinos, after warmly thanking
the Mayor for his kind ges-
ture, pledged in his speech
that the Hellenic Red Cross
will continue to stand by the
fire victims of llia, with con-
tinuous humanitarian aid
missions and various kinds
of charitable actions. At the
same time, he thanked the
ANT1 Group (particularly its
President, Mr. ThodorisKyriak-
ou) for the considerable assis-
tance in publicizing/communi-
cating HRC'scall for financial
aid for our fellow citizens who
were affected by the fires.
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https://www.facebook.com/greekredcrossofficial
https://www.instagram.com/hellenicredcross/?hl=el
https://twitter.com/greekredcross
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCI6HcyTENwn-kBiJRFd7yLA
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